
1. First Nations Repatriation Policy 

Rationale 
The PMHS no longer collects objects relating to the material culture of any First Nation 
community. However, the PMHS is committed to working collaboratively with regards to the 
disposition, care and interpretation of objects currently in the holdings of the PMHS that 
originate from the First Nation Communities.  

The PMHS recognizes that the repatriation process can be complex and can involve a range of 
issues. All requests for repatriation must be approached with respect and sensitivity.  In many 
cases the evidence, either oral or written, does not clearly indicate how the artifacts came to be in 
the PMHS’s collection.   

Policy 

The Port Moody Heritage Society is committed to the repatriation of objects that may have been 
acquired under circumstances that render the PMHS’s claim legally or ethically invalid.  

The PMHS acknowledges that all First Nations’ material is part of the intellectual and cultural 
heritage of the respective First Nations.  It is for this reason that the museum considers all 
requests for repatriation of cultural materials on a case-by-case basis at the request of a First 
Nation community with a demonstrable claim to the artifacts in question.  

However, the PMHS recognizes that if the Nation decides they want the museum to maintain the 
items, it has a role in maintaining the material culture in a facility accessible to the public and is 
committed to the long-term preservation of these objects.  

Throughout this policy, the PMHS is guided by the Task Force report of the Assembly of First 
Nations and the Canadian Museums Association, “ Forging New Partnerships Between Museums 
and First People” (1992). 

Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to: 
• Provide clear guidelines on how to make a claim for the repatriation of First Nations 

cultural materials in the PMHS collection; 
• Describe how the PMHS processes claims; and 
• Establish criteria for items that are eligible for repatriation claims. 



Repatriation Criteria  

In accordance with the recommendations put forth in the Task Force report of the Assembly of 
First Nations and the Canadian Museums Association, “ Forging New Partnerships Between 
Museums and First People” (1992), the PMHS will consider for repatriation artifacts that are:  

• Requested from a First Nation community and are associated to that local Nation. 
• For repatriation to occur, a relationship must exist between a claimant and the requested 

material. This relationship can be lineal descent or cultural affiliation. Cultural affiliation 
can be based on biological, historical, geographical, genealogical, archeological, 
linguistic, ethnological, archival, or expert opinion. 

Repatriation Procedures  

1.1. Requests 
Requests for repatriation of cultural materials should be made in writing and addressed to the 
Executive Director of the Port Moody Station Museum. The claim must clearly identify the 
group(s) making the declaration, identify the object(s), and state the reasons for the request. The 
Executive Director will acknowledge receipt of the claim and inform the Collections Advisory 
Panel to review the request.  Other individuals may be appointed to the Collections Advisory 
Panel to address the claim. 

1.2. Collection Advisory Panel Procedures 
Upon receipt of the repatriation claim, the Collections Advisory Panel will:  

• Review all PMHS records and information received from the requestor(s) concerning the 
object(s) requested; 

• In the case of requests the committee will notify relevant First Nation communities of the 
request. 

• Advertise or take other necessary steps to identify other possible claimants; and  
• Submit recommendations in writing to the Board of Directors for approval.   

Repatriation Guidelines 

The PMHS will consider all requests for repatriation of cultural material and will respond as 
quickly as possible. 

Neither the Panel nor the PMHS will be involved in adjudicating or resolving conflicting or 
duplicate claims and cannot act on a claim until all the claimants have resolved all ownership 
disputes.  If conflicting claims exist, the PMHS will inform parties that a conflict exits and defer 
decisions about repatriation until the conflict has been resolved. 



In recognition of the PMHS’s interests to provide for the long-term preservation of the artifact, as 
well as meet the spirit and intent of the request, the PMHS will consider all available options.  
This may include: special access to holdings, loans, exhibits, stewardship and/or co-ownership 
arrangement; replication of artifacts; and respectful storage and/or display of collections in 
accordance with the advice of the originating peoples and/or representatives of the Province of 
British Columbia. 

The interests of the community and/or the individual making the request will be foremost in the 
Panel’s consideration of the application.  The PMHS will make every effort to involve the 
community and/or individuals in the process of responding to the claim. 

While the PMHS recognizes that First Nations are governed by their own traditions and policies, 
the PMHS’s negotiating position is guided by Canadian Law, the Task Force Report on 
Museum's and First Peoples, which has been endorsed by the PMHS, and by the PMHS’s own 
policies and procedures. 

The Museum will maintain a written record, photographs, and copies of all documents pertaining 
to the repatriated object(s) for their own records. The Museum reserves the right to reproduce 
any repatriated object in its collection before it is removed from its collection. 
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